
 

 

 

 

 

 
FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 

Thursday, May 6, 2021 at 6:00 P.M. 
VIRTUAL PLATFORM FOR PUBLIC VIEWING 

Paul Rodrigues Administration Building, Room 224 
455 County Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts 

 
This Meeting is being held fully remotely in accordance with the Governor of Massachusetts’ March 12, 2020 Order 

Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law G. L. c. 30A, Section 20. 

Please join the meeting link on the New Bedford Public School website:  www.newbedfordschools.org 

 

 
A. ROLL CALL / CALL TO ORDER 

 

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. March 2021 

2. April 2021 

 

C. REPORTS 

1. Finance Reports 

2. Fiscal Reports 

3. Excess Surplus Property Report March 2021 

D. NEW BUSINESS  

1. Donation Acceptance Request Forms 

2. Food Service Capital Projects 

3. Fiscal Year 2022 Draft Budget 

4. Net School Spending Update 

5. DeValles/Congdon MSBA 

6. Fiscal Year 22 Revolving Funds and Grant Approvals 

E. ADJOURN 

Next Regular Scheduled Meeting: 

June 3, 2021   

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if any accommodations are needed, please contact Marjorie 

Fernandes at 508-997-4511, Ext. 14552 (mjfernandes@newbedfordschools.org) or MassRelay 711. Requests should be made 

as soon as possible but at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting. 

 
 

Thomas Anderson 

Superintendent of Schools 

Secretary, School Committee 

NEW BEDFORD SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
PAUL RODRIGUES ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

455 COUNTY STREET NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 

TELEPHONE: 508.997.4511 

Mayor Jonathan F. Mitchell 

Chairperson, Ex-Officio 

Colleen Dawicki 

Vice Chairperson 

Joshua Amaral 

Christopher Cotter 

Joaquim B. Livramento, Jr. 

Bruce Oliveira 
John A. Oliveira 

mailto:mjfernandes@newbedfordschools.org


1 The Open Meeting Law requires public bodies to create and approve minutes in a timely manner. A “timely manner” is considered to be within the next 

three public body meetings or 30 days from the date of the meeting, whichever is later, unless the public body can show good cause for further delay 
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FINANCE MEETING MINUTES i 
 

New Bedford Public Schools 
Paul Rodrigues Administration Building 
455 County Street, Room 224 
New Bedford, MA 02740 
Also remote via NBPS website 
 
Finance Subcommittee Meeting 
April 8, 2021 
6:00 – 7:30 PM  
 
Present: Mr. Bruce Oliveira, Mr. Joshua Amaral, Mr. Joaquim “Jack” Livramento, Ms. Colleen Dawicki (via Zoom) 
 
Also in attendance: Mr. Andrew O’Leary, Ms. Rachel-Bento-Cunha (via Zoom), Ms. Theresa Cormier (via Zoom)  
Absent: Mr. Thomas Anderson, Ms. Karen Treadup 
 
The meeting commenced at 6:00 PM. 
 
Minutes from the February 2021 meeting were reviewed. Voted unanimously on a motion by Mr. Oliveira to approve the 
Transfers and seconded by Ms. Dawicki. Minutes from the March 2021 were not reviewed.  
 
Mr. O’Leary presented and discussed the March 2021 Finance Reports. He compared the available budget percentage with last 
year’s. He noted that both the schools and departments are spending down well, and we are currently putting in transfers and 
closing out. Moreover, he indicated that health insurance has been accounted for.  
 
Mr. Oliveira suggested putting a reserve account in place for volatile expenditures. Mr. O’Leary explained that the ESSER Grant 
is serving as our reserve at present, to be used for health insurance if necessary. He also mentioned we could improve the health 
insurance report to reflect how health care/the reserve works and add it as another page to the Budget Book. Mr. O’Leary advised 
that the health insurance surplus is going to pay back the ESSER Grant and we will move into FY22 with ESSER being fully 
loaded to establish a well-funded, multi-year plan. He explained that we are awaiting guidance from DESE for ESSER any 
restrictions. Mr. O’Leary explained we are using grants as a vessel to carry funds forward, such as with salaries, as a legitimate 
and effective strategy that we are implementing.   
 
Mr. O’Leary presented and discussed the March 2021 Transfers. Ms. Dawicki inquired about the multiple transfers regarding 
dictionaries for Grade 3 students and Mr. O’Leary responded that the purchase was per Superintendent Anderson and that we 

were able to procure at a low cost. Voted unanimously on a motion by Mr. Oliveira to approve the Transfers and seconded by 
Ms. Dawicki.  
 
Mr. O’Leary discussed projected school furniture projects to come, as well as those currently underway, including Campbell, 
Hathaway, and Swift Schools.  
 
Mr. O’Leary presented and discussed the March 2021 Fiscal Reports, including the Pacheco School baseball field. He also noted 
that the FY21 grants percentage spent and encumbered is at a good number and that spenddown is going well.  
 
Mr. Oliveira inquired as to purchasing new chairs for the School Committee meetings to replace the current aged ones. Mr. 
O’Leary responded that the Finance & Operations office would procure them. Mr. O’Leary also discussed scholarships in terms 
of the need to promote them more at New Bedford High School and on the NBPS website so that prospective students may 
inquire and be more inclined to choose to enroll at NBHS.  
 
Mr. O’Leary presented the Excess Surplus Property Report for February 2021 and March 2021 (Transportation). 
 
Mr. O’Leary presented and discussed Bus Contract Option Renewal.  
 
Donation Acceptance Request Forms were reviewed. Mr. O’Leary noted there was nothing controversial. Voted unanimously on 
a motion by Mr. Oliveira to approve the Donation Requests and seconded by Ms. Dawicki. Mr. Amaral inquired if 
acknowledgements are sent to the donors after approvals and Mr. O’Leary indicated that they are.  
 
Mr. O’Leary presented and discussed the Balance Out Accounts Memorandum. Mr. O’Leary explained that we ask the School 

Committee to monitor and approve the Transfers at the closing of the year as it is a fast-paced process.  
 

ITEM B-2
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three public body meetings or 30 days from the date of the meeting, whichever is later, unless the public body can show good cause for further delay 
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Mr. O’Leary presented and discussed the Food Service Capital Projects that are ongoing at NBHS. He indicated that the Food 
Service budget has always been a basic cost-reimbursement revolving fund, but new programs were implemented, and additional 
staff were hired, so next year we would like to treat it not as a revolver but a true budget to be presented to the School Committee. 
He also mentioned projected school kitchen renovation projects, as well as the Central Kitchen building project potentially to be 
located at a North Street property site. Mr. Oliveira and Mr. Amaral suggested other potential sites.  
 
Mr. O’Leary discussed the FY22 Draft Budget. He presented the FY22 Draft Budget Book, going over the parts regarding policy 
information, budget process, foundation budget,  enrollment, ESSER summary, salary building,  
 
Mr. O’Leary presented and discussed the Net School Spending Update. 
 
Mr. O’Leary presented and discussed Vehicle Purchase.  
 
Voted unanimously on a motion by Mr. Oliveira and seconded by Mr. Amaral to adjourn.  
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.  
 
 
 
 

 
________________________________ 
Andrew B. O’Leary 
Assistant Superintendent of Finance & Operations 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

NEW BEDFORD 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

April 2021 Reports

ITEM C-1



Function Code Report | April 2021
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General Expense Report | April 2021
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General Expense Report | April 2021
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General Expense Report | April 2021
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General Expense Report | April 2021
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Health Ins. Spenddown| April 2021
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Salary Report | April 2021
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Salary Report | April 2021
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Transfers | April 2021
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Transfers | April 2021
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Grant Reports | April 2021
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Grant Reports | April 2021
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Grant Reports | April 2021
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4/29/2021

GRANTS FY20 Budget YTD Expended Encumbrances Total Exp & Enc Balance
Percent Spent 

& Enc
4301 NEA STUDENT SUCCESS 5,000                 2,774                           2,774                             2,226             55.5%

4306 KEYS OF INSPIRATION 30,000               4,557                           22,824                         27,381                           2,619             91.3%

4309 SKILLS FINANCE LAB NBHS 5,000                 4,272                           525                              4,797                             204                 95.9%

4310 BIG YELLOW BUS 1,750                 1,320                           1,320                             430                 75.4%

4329 BAYCOAST/COMCAST 20,000               6,356                           13,644                         20,000                           -                      100.0%

4344 PACHECO READERS 11,000               10,937                         63                                 11,000                           -                      100.0%

4350 BRISTOL COUNTY SAVINGS BANK 25,000               12,086                         818                              12,903                           12,097           51.6%

4355 CARNEY FOUNDATION DEV/CONG 5,000                 2,237                           2,037                           4,273                             727                 85.5%

4360 PRINCIPALS DISCRETIONARY 100,000             42,950                         52,629                         95,580                           4,420             95.6%

4401 TITLE I 6,921,067         6,684,501                   110,100                       6,794,601                     126,466         98.2%

4402 IDEA 3,886,087         3,688,425                   73,226                         3,761,651                     124,436         96.8%

4406 TITLE III LEP SUPPORT 528,834             509,823                       8,485                           518,308                         10,526           98.0%

4409 TITLE IIA 763,973             519,128                       40,294                         559,422                         204,551         73.2%

4411 Early Ed Sped 141,906             94,567                         35,856                         130,423                         11,483           91.9%

4434 TITLE IV 395,224             239,857                       36,744                         276,601                         118,623         70.0%

4703 WORKFORCE SKILLS GRANT 328,000 67,655                         255,814                       323,469                         4,531 98.6%

4717 STARS RESIDENCY 5,000                 4,900                           -                                    4,900                             100                 98.0%
TOTAL FY20 GRANTS 13,172,841       11,896,345                 653,059                       12,549,404                   623,439         95.3%

FY 20 FISCAL  BUDGET REPORT

ITEM C-2



 

 

 

              MEMORANDUM TO APPROVE EXCESS PROPERTY  
 
 

To:  New Bedford Finance Subcommittee 
   
From:  Andrew O’Leary, Asst. Superintendent of Finance & Operations 
 
Date:  May 6, 2021 
        
Subject: Excess Property Report – March 2021  
 
 

 
  
The enclosed surplus property reports have been circulated internally and, except where noted,  
there have been no requests for the material.   
 
I am recommending that this material be declared as excess to the need of New Bedford  
Public Schools to be so reported to the City of New Bedford. 
 
  
Attachment(s) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New Bedford Public Schools do not discriminate on the basis of age, gender, race, color, religion, ethnicity, national origin, disability, 
sexual orientation, ancestry, homelessness, gender identity, gender expression or immigration status. 

  

ITEM # C-3



 

 

          MEMORANDUM TO DECLARE SURPLUS 
 
 

To:  Principals, Directors, Coordinators, Supervisors, and Technology Services 
   
From:  Andrew O’Leary, Assistant Superintendent of Finance & Operations 
 
Date:  April 1, 2020 
 
Subject: Surplus Property Report – March 2021 
 

 
  
 
The enclosed surplus property reports are forwarded for your information.   
 
Please contact the originator for additional information. 
 
Requests for surplus property should be made through the office of Finance & Operations. 
 
   
 
 

Attachment(s) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The New Bedford Public Schools do not discriminate on the basis of age, gender, race, color, religion, ethnicity, national origin, disability, 
sexual orientation, ancestry, homelessness, gender identity, gender expression or immigration status. 
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